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But there were, of course, almost from the start divergent
trends in writers who were influenced by Sir Sayyid but
who accepted his position with reservations or with additions
of their own. Sonje of these are interesting and important
in themselves, some also because the divergencies they
introduced were later increasingly taken up as the general
Muslim middle class found itself in new situations and found
these divergencies more and more relevant.
Amongst those who from the first worked amply for the
new move in Islam, while giving to it a distinctive contribu-
tion from their own personalities, the most eminent is Altaf
Husayn, the poet Hall. He is one of the great figures
in modern Islamic literature. His work as a biographer,
literary critic, etc., does not, of course, concern us here, nor
the appreciatio^i of him as a poet; suffice it to say that the
weight of so great a man counted for much when lent to a
struggling movement.                            /
Hall was younger than the others^} His knowledge of
English was limited, which makes him a somewhat more
popular figure, in the sense that he had travelled less far
across the gulf which separated the people from the small,
new, and isolated middle class. (However, he came in con-
tact with English thought early, through his work in a trans-
lation bureau while in government service in Lahore, and
later he moved to Delhi where he came to know Sir Sayyid.
He developed a close friendship with and great admiration
for that leader, and afterwards wrote his life74. He con-
tributed to the Tahztb al Akhlaq, and displayed much
enthusiasm for the new order. (The first thing he wrote
had been an answer to the polemic of a Christian mis-
sionary from his home town.) Throughout his life (he died
in 1914) he served the Alig^rh movement, and dedicated
many of his poems to it. ^
fall's one work which outshone all others, both as a pre-
eminent contribution to Urdu poetry and for the impetus
which it gave to the modernizing school in Islam;* i$ his
monumental Musaddas? It would be difficult to exaggerate
the importance of this work in the Muslim community. It